
Which lion is controlling your life?

There is a quote on a bookmark in my bible. It has been there for so long that I hardly ever pay 
attention to it. It is by George Elliot and it says, “It is never too late to be what you might have 
been.” Then beneath those words, it says “BELIEVE”. There are so many of us, especially as we 
get older, who say or think at least once a day or week or once in the year, “If only I was 
younger”, or “If only I had more money” or “If only my kids were older”, or “If only I was 
married”, or “If only I wasn’t married”, or “If only I won the lottery”, or “If only God gave me 
that talent”, or “If only I had their opportunity”, or “If only I was taller”, or “If only I had more 
time”. There are so many excuses we have for why we do not do the things that have placed in 
our hearts or why we don’t pursue the dreams we wish we had. Sometimes those reasons are 
legitimate and really do stand in the way of what we hoped to achieve. But the truth is that most 
times, they are just excuses, reasons we give ourselves to justify our fears, our laziness, our 
doubts, and our lack of

belief in ourselves and God. They are very convenient, and the more we repeat those excuses out 
loud to people and to ourselves, the more true they become until they become prophetic.

Proverbs 22:13 states “The lazy man says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be slain in the streets!” 
When I first read this verse, it was clear to me God was using these words to show how 
ridiculous we sound when we make excuses about why we can’t do what He has put in our hearts 
to do. But the more I read it, the more I understood that it is even deeper than that. When we read 
1 Peter 5:8 it says “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” So, when the lazy man says there is a lion outside, 
he isn’t really lying. When we state all the reasons why we cannot do what we want to do, or 
what God has put in our hearts to do, the reasons are real. The enemy prowls around like a lion 
looking for those to devour. The enemy will throw everything in our way. He will throw fear in 
our way. He will throw confusion into our minds. He will throw sadness in our way. He will 
throw financial problems in our way. He will throw sickness in our way. He will throw emotional 
problems our

way. He will throw spiritual battles our way. But the problem is not the lion outside, or the lion 
we fear, or the lion discouraging us or making us lose heart. The problem is that we do not 
believe enough in the lion inside us, the lion that never sleeps or slumbers, the lion who called 
us, the lion who made us, the lion who has told us again and again, “Do not be afraid”, the lion 
who has told us “No weapon fashioned against you will prosper”, the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 
We fear the one who prowls around “like” a lion more than we believe in “the” Lion. That is the 
problem.

There is nothing God puts in us to accomplish that he does not give us the grace to fulfill, but 
like he said to Joshua, we must “Be strong and courageous”. This pandemic can be another lion 
in the street keeping us from doing all the things we wish or want to do, keeping us from 
growing, from losing weight, from healing our relationships, from starting that business, from 
pursuing that career, from finding that spouse, or from evangelizing for God. Nobody in the 



world will disagree with you. But in your heart, you know the truth. When you stand before God, 
you know the truth. Nola Ochs graduated from college at the age of

95. She graduated with her granddaughter who was 21, and her dream was to be a storyteller on 
cruise ships. Two of her children died before she did and never saw her graduate. Still, she 
fulfilled her lifelong dream. “The lazy man will not plow because of winter; He will beg during 
harvest and have nothing.” Proverbs 20:4. Which lion is controlling your life?


